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SUB J : COPEI PROPOSES CENSURE MOTION AGAINST THREE MINISTERS 

1 . THE OPPOSITION COPEI PARTY HAS INCREASED ITS ATTACK ON THE GOV'S 
ECONOMIC POLICIES BY INTRODUCING A CENSURE MOTION AGAINST THREE 
GOV MINISTERS IN THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES ON MAY 10. THE MOTION 
AGAINST FINANCE MINISTER HECTOR HURTADO, AGRICULTURE MINISTER 
CARMELO CONTRERAS, AND DEVELOPMENT MINISTER JOSE CASAL ACCUSES 
THEM OF PURSUING POLICIES WHICH HAVE ACCELERATED THE INFLATIONARY 
SPIRAL AND ADVERSELY AFFECTED THE WELL-BEING OF THE POORER 
CLASSES. MOREOVER, THE MOTION INTRODUCED BY COPEI DEPUTY CARLOS 
RODRIGUEZ GANTEAUME ACCUSES THE THREE MINISTERS OF REDUCING 
CREDIT AVAILABLE TO THE ECONOMICALLY LESS ADVANTAGED, PERMITTING 
AN INDISCRIMINATE INCREASE IN IMPORTS, AND SO HAMPERING THE 
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY AS TO RESULT IN A HOUSING SHORTAGE. 
RODRIGUEZ EXPLAINED THAT COPEI WILL NOT SEEK CENSURE OF MINISTERS 
GUMERSINDO RODRIGUEZ AND CARMELO LAURIA, SINCE AS MINISTERS OF 
STATE THEY ARE CONSTITUTIONALLY EXEMPT FROM CONGRESSIONAL 
JURISDICTION. 

2. IN ADDITION TO THE COPEI CRITICISM, MAS DEPUTY FREDDY 

MUNOZ CONDEMNED MEASURES RECENTLY INTRODUCED BY THE GOV, SUCH 
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THAT THE CHAMBER'S FINANCE COMMITTEE UNDERTAKE A THOROUGH TAX 
REFORM AND CONSIDER LEGISLATION TO ARREST INFLATION. THE 
DEBATE WILL RESUME ON MAY 13 WHEN AD PARTY JOSE ANGEL CILIBERTO 
WILL DEFEND THE GOVS ECONOMIC PROGRAM. 

3. COMMENT. WHILE AD’S MAJORITY IN THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES 
MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE CENSURE MOTION AGAINST THE MINISTERS 
TO BE APPROVED, COPEI BELIEVES IT HAS HOT PUBLIC ISSUES IN 
INFLATION AND GOVERNEMENT REPRESSION AGAINST POLITICAL 
DEMONSTRATIONS (CARACAS 5210) AND IS LIKELY TO KEEP HAMMERING 
AWAY AT THESE THEMES. COPEI IS ALSO SEEKING TO EXPLOIT DISSENSION 
WITHIN THE AD LEADERSHIP ITSELF OVER THE GOV'S ECONOMIC POLICIES 
(CARACAS 4632). 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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